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Our third Birthday cake by Carl Short
April 2008 Editor : Mike Newbold
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== congratulations:

Congratulations  to Simon James  Walker on his promotion to
Deputy Station Manager . Simon joined National Coastwatch in
January 2006, and has maintained regular watches even when his
business demands were  almost prohibitively high. His first regular
6 j o b our team was Watch Rota admi  nistrator which he admits
was @ bitofa challenge 6attimes .

Simon is a popular team member and has brought much IT and
administrative  expertise to our team, and his company kindly
% donated our station computer. As Team Training officer, Simon
already produces some  excellent Microsoft Powerpoint®

presentation modules for our NCI basic training , the first of these
@ will be used this month at the team meeting. These presentations
were recently presented by Simon to our new colleagues at NCI
\ ROSSALL POINT, Fleetwood in Lancashire as part of their induction
training and were extremely well received. Simon is also part of

| L the station IT team , and looks after our statistical returns to NCI

HQ.
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== !r.m Senior Watchkeeper ~ Geoff Packman on his promotion to  the rank of

Station Officer . Geoff joined NCI way back on 14 ™ March
2005, and is one of the longest serving in the team. Geoff

has made much contribution to the team doing regular
watches at least tw ice a week, and has been responsible for
recruitment for two years n ow.

He has mentored and trained many of our existing members,

and really enjoys his work with NCI. Last year he had two
new GT-Turbo knees fitted, but he was soon back on the
bridge doing his watch. Dedication and devotion sums him
up: Well done Geoff - very well deserved.

Geoff Packman (above)
Also Congratulations to

P aul Fretwell (Pictured left) who has just passed his assessment to
Senior Watchkeeper. Paul has worked hard for this and is one of our

most prolific m embers doing between 4 -6 watches per week. Paul sits
on the Station Management Committee as a team representative, and

makes a valuable contribution towards our administration. Also to Bill
Isherwood (picture d right ) for passing Senior Watchkeeper
assessme nt. Another achiever this month was Peter Parker , promoting to

Watchkeeper Well done all.

WELCOME TO :
To new recruit Kevin Blakebrough (right) who joins us from  Sutton On Sea . Kevin
has already done his taster watches and attended his first team meeting.
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alas, we say goodbye to

David Fletcher (left) who writes: My situation at present is still ongoing, | 6 mvorking 6
days per week, which although good from a business/financial
standpoint has limited my other activities, NCI being one of them. If my
situation changes in the near future | will get in touch, but in the

meantime | shall return my keys to you, and ask to be removed from

the Watchkeepers lis  t.

| shall certainly keep in touch, and thank you all for my time up at the
tower ... .l tés a fantastic job you are
best for the future.

Also goodbye to  Watchkeeper lan Grady (pictured right ) who is leaving Bracing Skegness
for a sunnier lifein ~ Espania. We all wish him  and his lady all the best for the future.

Hanpy hithday (o us, hapny hividay 10 ws.
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N ci Ingoldmells 3 ™ Birthday party t ook place on Wednesday 19 ™ March 2008 at the Crown Hotel,
Skeg ness when 25 team members, their wives and friends sat down in excellent company  for a very
pleasant meal. After a most enjoyable evening the assembled party was presented with a beautiful

NCI decorated 3" Birthday Cake (Complete with
Coastwatch Tower and mermaid) made by our own
Watchkeeper/Chef  Carl Short  who unfortunately could
not be with us due to Easter work commitments  making
half a million  hot cross buns !

This superb cake and i t 6 s wasdwyadasted . The

hotel staff kindly portioned and wrap ped the cake , and
all present enjoyed a slice with their after dinner coffee ,
and most enjoyable it was too. Further p ortions were

cut and wrapped for those who could not be present on

the evening. An excellent raffle with many prizes was
organised by Roger and Eileen Gilburd . Through the
generosity of those present and a little help from
Pauline  who sold the tickets, a grand sum of £ 70 wasraised for ourfunds - thankyouall. (I heara
tale that some party attendees di d not | e a vsehospitalie yloungee untd 2am!)




